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"Ohio's First DXCC Field Checking Club”

The NODXA

Fireside Chat With KBSNW

Fellow DXers,

It has been almost 10 months since I wrote a Fireside, and there has been a struggle to have a
in-person club meeting due to the Covid pandemic.

Most of the NODXA meetings have been "On-The-Air" on Wayne's Thursday night 10 meter nets
N at 8:30 pm on 28480 kHz. Since March of 2020, the club has had only two out-
door/picnic meetings and one indoor meeting.

The club provided pizza & chicken and bottles of water at two outdoor picnic
meetings. Both meetings (held in June and October) were well attended with an
average of about 20 individuals. The one indoor meeting (held in August) was
attended by about 15 individuals. However, the club's Monday night meeting
time of 7:30 PM had to be changed to 6:00 PM due to the restaurant's early
closing time, and now as of September, the restaurant closes at 2:00 PM.

Hopefully, this will change once things get back to normal. It would now seem
that for the rest of the year and probably during winter, the club meetings will
be "On-The-Air" until further notice. Keep an eye on the club's E-mail Re-

flector for updates.

As far as DX goes, things seem to be loosing up with some minor DXpeditions on the air. NODXA
has funded 4 DXpeditions this year (A52RU, 3DAORU, 3DAOWW and 9X4X). The only major DXpe-
dition that is scheduled for 2021 is the top secret 3YOIL Bouvet Island DXpedition. No details have
been made public by Dom, 3Z9DX (aka-3D2USV), yet, but it is supposed to happen this year.

Again, he doesn't want funding from DX clubs or foundations (Hmmmm??? Go figure).

For 2022, the 3YOJ Bouvet DXpedition (https://www.3y0Qj.no) is scheduled for November. Noth-
ing hidden here and it seems to be well organized. Anyway, with winter coming the bands are getting
better during the new Sunspot Cycle 25.

Good news! I was shocked at what I received in the mail today (October 18th). My tickets for
the 2022 Day-Xenia HamVention (that I purchased in 2020). Almost 8 months ahead of schedule.
WOW... I'M READY AND CAN NOT WATIT!I

Let's hope that the COVID-19 virus situation comes to an end and things can get back to nor-
mal. For now, I hope everyone stays healthy in the coming months. Get on the bands and work
something.

73 and Good DX, de Tedd KBBNW

"The Mission of the Northern Ohio DX Association is
to promote and support Amateur Radio and the DX
Community around the world."
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Minutes of the July 8th, 2021 NODXA Meeting

Tedd, KBBNW, opened the meeting at 8:44 p.m. on Wayne, K8FF's, 10m net on 28480 kHz with
nine regular members checked in. After the secretary read the minutes for the meeting of June 10,
2021, there was one correction of a typo. Pete, N8TR, moved and Denny, WBS8K,

seconded for the minutes to be approved as corrected. This motion passed on
N : the vote.
[ «l
W Then our treasurer Mary, N8DMM, reported the treasury balance is solvent.

No renewals were received. Wayne, K8FF, moved and Pete, N8TR, seconded for
the treasurers report to be approved. This motion passed on the vote. The re-
peater is OK. Editor Dave, WD8IOU, was on not the net tonight but of course
he is seeking articles for the next newsletter.

Old/New Business:

] Tedd, KB8NW, discussed that the 3YOJ Bouvet DXpedition has been cancelled.
The Braveheart will be sold for something on the order of $250,000 and possibly will be scrapped.
The organization leader N6PSE will be refunding all contributions. During the month there was no
other request for funds.

There will be a free Mansfield Mid-summer Trunkfest on Saturday but vendor fees will be
$15.00. The NOARSfest will be at the Lorain County Fairgrounds on July 17, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
with tables for $7.00.

On the topic of an in-person meeting at the restaurant on August 2, several members on the net
were in favor of restarting. Tedd would still need to alert the restaurant and Tedd assumed the
meeting would happen at the old starting time of 7:30 p.m. Everyone had a great time at the mid-
June picnic at Aukerman Park. John, K8YSE, discussed sending our usual Field Day contribution to
the Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine to preserve our option to use their Mt. Augustine field for
Field Day in 2022. John moved we contribute our usual $150.00 and Pete, N8TR, second the mo-
tion. The motion passed unanimously.

Jim, KBMR, promoted the IARU contest which is happening on Saturday starting at 8 a.m. for 24
hours. Jim also mentioned working 1900 QSOs in a recent CQ WPX contest using the NO8DX call
sign.

Wrapup:

Tedd stated that on the net next week he will discuss the final decision about restarting our
meetings at the restaurant on August 2. Denny, WB8K, moved and Pete, N8TR, seconded for the
meeting to be closed.

Tonight's meeting closed at 9:13 p.m.

Respectfully, Glenn, AF8C, Secretary
Minutes of the August 2nd, 2021 NODXA Meeting

Tedd, KB8NW, opened the meeting at 6:03 p.m. at the Gourme Restaurant with 12 members
present After the secretary read the minutes for the meeting of July 8, 2021, there was one cor-
rection. Gary, NI8Z, moved and Denny, WB8K, seconded for the minutes to be approved as correct-
ed. This motion passed on the vote.

Mary, N8DMM, was absent but Tedd relayed her treasurers report, announcing the balance of
$Ka-Ching! Mary has asked that all dues payments be submitted via PayPal directed to the email ad-
dress “"marysbarn@roadrunner.com”. Jim, KBMR, moved and Ken, W8KEN, seconded for the treasur-
ers report to be approved. This motion passed on the vote. The repeater is OK per Glenn, AF8C.
Editor Dave, WD8IOU, has finished the newsletter and is always looking for articles for the next
one. Tedd has a big article to send to Dave for the next newsletter.
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In sunshine news we believe that Bruce, N8DJX has retired. Dave, KZ8Y, was at the meeting
having suffered through Covid and cancer treatments. Dave, WD8IOU, our Field Day leader, is inter-
ested in making sure we reserve our date for the 2022 Field Day at Mt. Augustine. John, K8YSE,
was going to look into it. Tedd said that Mary had discussed perhaps sending a letter to Mt. Augus-
tine to open discussions about that reservation but Mary's absence tonight left that topic open.

Old/New Business:

Jim, KBMR, moved and Dave, WD8IOU seconded a motion for the annual payment of $60.00 to
support the DX Plaque for the August 28, 2021, Ohio QSO Party. The motion was approved on the
vote. Jim will operate as a Rover in OQP with Steve, K8LA, as driver. Also Dan, W8CAR, will operate
OQP as K80 mobile.

The next topic being hamfests, was opened by Jim, KBMR, regarding the Findlay Hamfest being
indoors and NOARSfest being indoors. Tedd heard the recent Mansfield Hamfest was very good.
Glenn, AF8C, will check on the club’s table status for the Cleveland Hamfest. Tedd reported that
Mike, WBEU, reported that Dana Henry, W8HK, has become a Silent Key. We heard that Mary told
Tedd that Charles, W8PT, is a new club member, having joined at the June picnic. Tedd has received
an email from John, K6MM, who is offering to put on on Zoom presentations on DXpeditions to is-
lands when we can arrange a large viewing screen in the room. For that we would need to verify that
a laptop computer can be connected to the restaurant’'s AT&T WIFI.

Tedd said we received no DX funding requests. Rick, K8ZH, asked about the status of K8VJG's
estate. Tedd said that John, KBYSE, has very little new information on that. We are interested in
recovering from Ron's collection the club’s Field Day plywood and big power cable. Tedd said that
Ron's daughter will be slowly cleaning out Ron's house. So Gary, NI8Z, said he will query CARS to see
if they want to take Ron's things apart.

Dave, WD8BIOU, asked about the status of the Braveheart relative to the 2023 Bouvet expedi-
tion. Jim, KE86G, said the new owner of the Braveheart has no charters for the ship but Nigel Jolly
would be wanting to refurbish it. Upkeep for the ship costs $100,000 a year. Wayne, K8FF, men-
tioned a presentation on Radio In a BOX (RIB) technology already field tested on the ship named the
Magnet, for island-based remote DX operations having all the radio equipment set up on land and
linked with microwaved WIFI. Tedd referred to his OPDX Bulletin 1525 for a long story about possi-
bly reviving the defunct VP4 prefix. Ken, W8KEN, says that Jim, W8BNRX is retiring and could be
interested in joining the club. Jim was heard on our last net.

Wrapup:

Tedd proposed that we meet at the restaurant next month on September 13 (due to the first
Monday being Labor Day). Wayne, K8FF, moved, and Jim, KBMR seconded for the meeting to be
closed. The meeting closed at 6:40 p.m.

Respectfully, Glenn, AF8C, Secretary
Minutes of the September 16th, 2021 NODXA Meeting

Tedd, KBBNW, opened the meeting at 8:39 p.m. on the 10m net conducted by Wayne, K8FF, with
12 members present. After the secretary read the minutes for the meeting of August 2, 2021,
there was one correction. Gary, NI8Z, moved and Ken, W8BKEN, seconded for the minutes to be ap-
proved as corrected. This motion passed on the vote.

4 Mary, N8DMM, was absent but Tedd relayed her treasurers report, announcing
(S 1 the balance of $Ka-Ching! Mary said that she sent the $150 2021 contribution to

T
iy
A

Mt. Augustine to keep alive our interest in their Field Day site. Mary said that
they replied that they have not forgotten us, and it would be best next year for
someone from our group who knows a resident there to contact them for any Field
Day reservation. Wayne, K8FF, moved and Pete, N8TR, seconded for the treasur-
ers report to be approved. This motion passed on the vote.

for this meeting to speak about the newsletter.

; the repeater is OK per Glenn, AF8C. Editor Dave, WD8IOU, was not available
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Old/New Business:

Dennis, K8LBT, mentioned the cancellation of the Great Lakes Division Convention at the now can-
celled Vette, KY, hamfest. Tedd announced that the A25RU Russian team has asked for funding sup-
port for their intended Kingdom of Eswatini, (formerly Swaziland) DXpedition to run from October 22
to November 8. Their call sign will be 3DAORU. Activity will be on 160-6 meters using CW, SSB and
FT8 (F/H) with eight operators. Their costs are estimated to be $18k to $20k. Dennis, K8LBT,
moved the club fund them for $100 and Glenn, AF8C, seconded with an uptick to $200. The motion
voted for $200 and passed.

We are holding on a contribution of $500 for the 3YOJ Bouvet Island DXpedition. Glenn, AF8C,
moved and Jim, KBMR seconded that we continue to hold, waiting for critical timing. The motion was
passed on the vote. It was mentioned that the ARRL has provided a $5000 Colvin Award to that
team.

For the Cleveland Hamfest, the club members will pay for one table ($20.00). ARRL card check-
ers will be able to use that table. Gary, NI8Z, announced the K4MIA/8 activity that is on now and
that members should work that station operated by our member Linda, N8LRS. Look for that station
around 7260 kHz tonight or other evenings in the next few days. ( QSL to K4MIA.)

Wrapup:

After some discussion on where to hold the October meeting, Tedd proposed that we hold the Oc-
tober meeting on October 14 at the Metroparks picnic site. Brian K3USC, and Pete, N8TR, offered
their favorable opinions. In case of rain the meeting will occur on Wayne's K8FF 8:30 net. Dennis,
K8LBT, moved to accept and Dennis, WOJX, seconded. The menu will include pizza and chicken and
any volunteered side dishes. Pete, N8TR, moved to fund the picnic food for up to $150, not to ex-
ceed $160, and Brian, K3USC, seconded that. The motion passed and the meeting ended at 9:15
p.m. on the net.

Respectfully, Glenn, AF8C, Secretary

Minutes of the October 14th, 2021 NODXA Meeting

Tedd, KB8NW, opened the meeting during the fall picnic at Auckerman Park, North Royalton, with
15 members and guests present. After the secretary read the minutes for the meeting of Septem-
ber 16, 2021, there were no corrections. Gary, NI8Z moved and there was a sec-
ond for the minutes to be approved as corrected. This motion passed on the vote.

— o The treasurer Mary, N8DMM, reported a balance of $Ka-Ching! Denny, WB8K
e

moved and Dennis, K8LBT, seconded for the treasurers report to be a?roved.
A | This motion passed on the vote. The repeater is OK per Glenn, AF8C. Editor Dave,
WDBS8IOU, was not available for this meeting.

Old/New Business:

So far five people have worked the 3DAORU station already. Tedd asked that
A anyone who works them send him a note so he can expedite our entries into LOTW

> because of the club’s previous $200 donation. Tedd said that the 3DAORU group
thanked us for our funding. They will be active until October 21.

We received a new funding request from a Latvian group that is also going to the Kingdom of
Eswatini and will operate on many bands also as 3DAOWW from October 12 through October 26.
Dennis, K8LBT, moved and Gary, NI8Z, seconded we contribute $100 to that operation and the mo-
tion passed on the vote.

Another request was received via the email that Glenn, AF8C, forwarded to Tedd. This group will
operate as 9X4X, Rwanda, with 7 operators and 3 stations on 160 through 10, CW, SSB, FT8, and
Satellite and they will be in CQWW CW from November 24 through December 1. Gary, NI8Z moved
and Wayne, K8FF, seconded a motion to donate $100.00 to the 9X4X group and that motion passed
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on the vote. After the vote, due to a question during the discussion of 9X4X, AF8C looked up the Clublog
wanted listing for 9X4X. They are 131 on that list.

Wrapup:

The location and date for the next meeting will be decided later. There were discussions on the sta-
tus of the restaurant in Strongsville. Tedd said that the restaurant only closes early on Monday due to
lack of business on Mondays but they are open through the evenings on other days of the week. Then
the meeting ended at 4:22 p.m. at the park.

Respectfully, Glenn, AF8C, Secretary
Minutes of the November 4th, 2021 NODXA Meeting

Tedd, KB8NW, opened the meeting at 8:45 p.m. on the K8FF with 12 members and guests present.
After the secretary read the minutes for the meeting of October 14, 2021, there were no corrections.
The treasurer Mary, N8DMM, reported a balance of $Ka-Ching! Ken, WBKEN, moved and Wayne, K8FF,
seconded for the treasurers report to be approved. This motion passed on the vote. Pete, N8TR, and
Mary, N8DMM, reported that people are paying dues successfully with Paypal at
marysbarn@roadrunner.com. Editor Dave, WD8IOU, was available for this meeting.

Old/New Business:

Tedd reported that the funds we voted to support the Rwanda, 9X4X, DXpedition
were sent and we received back email from 4X1VF with a thank-you note explaining
our logo was on their website. We also received a thank-you from the 3DAOWW grou
and our logo is on their website also. We also received a thank-you from R7AL for
the 3DAORU contribution. Because of our support there, they will upload 3DAORU
confirmations of member QSOs to LOTW. At the same time they wanted to know if
we could fund the 7P8RU activity which is basically over now. Dennis, WOJX, moved
to fund 7P8RU for $200 and that was seconded by John, K8YSE. That motion was
passed unanimously.

Next we discussed the tabled motion from June to support 3YOJ, Bouvet, for $500
That activity will be in late 2022, with eight stations. See their website for that in
formation. We heard from Tedd the amounts already pledged by some large U.S.DX associations. We
discussed whether to raise our motion to $1000 but then an alternate plan arose. Pete, N8TR, an-
nounced he will support up to $250 more by matching any individual contributions that total up to $250,
thus reaching $1000 if enough of that support is reached. Those contributions can be sent to like dues
to Mary on PayPal.

Dennis, K8LBT, discussed not hearing of any support from Bruce, N8DJX, that was floated in June,
2021. George, K8KR, said he will try to contact Bruce. Dennis, WOJX, supplied a verbal acclamation f
the people who will take on the travel to operate 3YOJ and he moved that we raise our contribution for
3Y0J to $1000. There was a second by K8LBT. The unanimous vote passing the motion sealed the dea

On another item, Tedd said that the Swains Island operation has been postponed to March 2023.

Wrapup:

On meeting sites, Tedd commented that it is likely we will not have another in person meeting until
January, 2022, or later. So we will continue with meetings on this net as necessary. Then this meetin
ended at 9:11 p.m. on the net.

Respectfully, Glenn, AF8C, Secretary
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Minutes of the December 2nd, 2021 NODXA Meeting

Tedd, KB8NW, opened the meeting at 8:46 p.m. on the K8FF 10m net with 12 members and guests
present. After the secretary read the minutes for the meeting of November 4, 2021, there were no
corrections. Pete, N8TR, moved and Wayne, K8FF, seconded to approve the minutes and this passed on
the vote. The treasurer Mary, N8DMM, reported a balance of $Ka-Ching!

Old/New Business:

Tedd reported that we received a thank-you letter from the 7P8RU Russian group. Also we got a
thank-you from the Bouvet, 3YOJ, group for our contribution to their future expedition. Our club logo

is now on both websites. Also, the N8TR matching contribution offer collected
$230.00 so far from three or four people. So we have accumulated $1460 for our
— p total donation. We have not heard from Bruce, N8DJX. Tedd pronounced a thank-

s you to Pete for that offer.
A

In the matter of new requests, for Crozet, there is no website yet. Tedd pointed
out that Crozet is the third most wanted entity. So we should contribute, but the
amount is uncertain because it's a one man operation. He will be there for three

- months, only doing ham radio. His operation is estimated to cost EU 41,000. Dennis,
1 !K8LBT, expressed concern about that operator’'s success, given that the Crozet gov-

ernment has restrictive limitations on his license for operation. Pete, N8TR, really
wants Crozet. Operator Thierry, F6CUK, will use a POTA/SOTA vertical antenna.
Dennis, K8LBT, first moved for a $200 contribution with John, KT8D, seconding the
motion. Tedd, KBBNW, suggested more like $400. Then Dennis upped his motion to $500.00. John,
K8BYSE, asked if this operation is listed in OPDX? Tedd said he sent out that info to only club mem-
bers, due to the sensitivity of some of the information. There were some discussions for a few minutes
after which Pete, N8TR, moved to actually hold the Crozet vote. Dennis, K8LBT seconded that. So we
held the actual Crozet funding vote for $500. That vote passed the funding.

On the topic of in-person meetings, John, KT8D, said that the Gourme restaurant closes on Mondays
at 2 p.m. Perhaps we could talk about meeting on other evenings. Tedd said that Buffalo Wild Wings will
not open their back room. Therefore we can't yet do our traditional post-contest luncheons.

Wrapup:

Tedd suggested that the next meeting could be a Thursday gathering at the Gourme restaurant.
Tedd would have wanted to reserve January 6 for 6 p.m. at the restaurant. But no motion to do so was
put forth. Then this meeting ended at 9:14 p.m. on the net.

Respectfully, Glenn, AF8C, Secretary

New Ham Radio Netflix Series by hamhijinks.com

LOS GATOS, Calif. — Netflix has greenlit an uplifting series about the life of a three legged dog
who successfully runs his own booth at hamfests.

"The pilot episode was a touching tale about this dog overcoming his limited physical capabilities to
become a reputable dealer of 256 MB RAM,” said Andre Trespiernos, director of niche programming fo
Netflix. "By the end of the episode, we were all in tears.”

Based on true events, the series details the dog's struggles with finding replacement parts for an
IBM Thinkpad 360C, battling the military surplus radio vendor for booth space, and facing his fear of
suspendered men (a dog's eye view into species politics.)

"Those watching will be hit with a nostalgia for obsolete electronics and a new respect for small
business owners who also happen to be canine and missing a fourth leg,” notes Trespiernos, who is also
;icuggling the production of a harrowing documentary highlighting the plight of grandchildren lost at ham

ests.

The project is slated to hit the streaming network next Spring in order to coincide with the begin
ning of peak hamfest season.

By K5KAC, on the scene.
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¥ = September 5 - September 23. 2019

@j w Western Kiribati and Nauru

Since our last expedition to 3C3W & 3COW one year and four months have
passed. During this time, | worked on different projects, however, that wasn't successful
because we couldn't receive operating licenses and/or had some other difficulties for
successful expedition.

In summer 2019 | decided to carry out expedition to Nauru (#54 Most wanted).
Flight to Nauru from Latvia is very long distance and expensive. Because of this reason
and to be more efficient | opted to visit 2™ DX entity as well — Western Kiribati (#68
Most wanted).
Expedition was set for
September 2019 so we
had 3 months for
preparations.

First task after
receiving license was to
book flight tickets for the
team. Europe's large
airline companies
recently have downsized
baggage limitations per <
passenger and for every T
additional weight unit
they charge extra and

this increases
expeditions expenses
significantly. To

Brisbane in Australia |
chose Etihad airlines
and continued by Mauru
airlines to MNauru with
connection flights in
middile. To both
companies | submitted
expedition support
applications for

Yuris YL2GM starting expedition journey
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sponsorship of additional 50 kg baggage. Nauru airlines decision to support us was
positive, but Etihad airways declined. So, from Riga to Brisbane we had to pay extra for
our baggage to both ways which in the end sums up more than one additional
passenger ticket.

Next challenge for this expedition was the booking of hotels and acquiring visas.
With Nauru everything went smooth and the visas were granted fast and in time,
however, with Kiribati it was quite the opposite — it got delayed till our flight day. The
usual response by the authorities was that everything is in process and we should just
wait. Just on the last day when being already on the way | received email from the
representatives and they told me that because of bank transfer charges they received
only 145 AUD of 160 AUD. They asked which one of our team members should get
declined for the visa? | had no opportunity to transfer additional funds right away and
this would also take some time to be processed. This was also risky because we could
have been restricted to board the plane without our visas on hand. In the end, |
managed to contact our hotel owner who paid for us these necessary 15 AUD in the
ministry’s account. Later when being in Brisbane's airport | received visas in my email.
For Latvian's the Australian transit visa application process is online — it's necessary to

NTdTwad
AN

Team ai Riga airport. Jack Y1 2KA, Kristers Y1 .3J4, Kaspars YL1ZF, Yuris YL2GM




Winter 2022 Page 9
|

fill out 12 pages and submit 7 documents. | never had fill so much documents to receive
visa, not to mention that this is just transit visa. | submitted all necessary documents in
time for all team members and three of us received visas the next day. The fourth one
was declined after 2 weeks waiting. After submitting documents for 2™ time the visa
was granted a week later.

For operating licenses | submitted applications in time and Nauru replied that |
will get them only when arriving in the country. When this came through, they told me
that | could get only 2 letter suffix callsign and that is the reason why we had to change
our desired callsign to C21WW. Nauru also granted 60m band, but Western Kiribati
replied that first we have to obtain visas and then only we could apply for licenses.
When all of this was done and the T30L license was granted there wasn't included 60m
band. Unfortunately, from the 2™ application | submitted | did not receive any response.

Three months for preparations went by fast. Its 4' of September and we meet in
Riga airport for our flight: Riga (LAT) — Munich (GER) - Abu Dhabi (UAE) — Brisbane
(AU). After more than 24 hours of flight time we are in Brisbane. Next flights are to
Tarawa, Kiribati with MNauru airlines. Nauru airlines support with 50 kg additional
baggage come in very handy, because our hand luggage consisting of transceivers,
PA’s and laptops also get weighted.

TEAM

Our previous team consisting of me
Juris (YL2GM) and Kaspars (YL1ZF)
was joined by Jack (YL2KA), who is also
our photographer and  graphical
designer, and Kristers (YL3JA) who is

EQUIPMENT

Transceivers: 3x Elecraft K3

Power amplifiers: 3x SPE Expert 1.3K-FA

Antennas:
*160/80/60740/30m bands - 18m high

our new hope for WRTC 2022,
Operators: YL2GM, YL1ZF, YL2KA, YL3JA

Coordinator. Kaspars Pétersons
QSL manager: YL2GN
Webmaster: YL2VW

Graphic designer: YL2ZKA
Technical advisors: YL3DW

vertical with capacity hat RABLBS
*2x 20-10m bands — Spider-beams
*40m bands — 2 phased vertical
*EFHW-8010 (80-10m bands)

*Beverages for recaiving
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EXPEDITION DIARY
Day 1 - Thursday, 5™ of September

In early moming
at 06.30 local time we
land in Kiribati airport
where we are greeted
by a youngster with a
poster from Dreamers
guest house (our hotel
and QTH for T30L). We
load our bags with gear
in his car and tie our
antennas to the cars
roof and confinue to
drive to our hotel
approximately 15 km
from the airport. During
the way we get
acquainted with our
driver whose name is Kinbati airport. Kristers YL3JA, Kaspars YL1ZF, Yuris YL2GM and Adda
Adda and who tums out
to be our hotels chef. He will be preparing meals for us during our stay.

After arriving we move into our room and right after that we start to check our
hotels surroundings. Yard is not very large and we are only able to set up just one
spider-beam antenna, still setting up guy-wires is quite challenging because the yard is
only 12x12m and one of the cords has to be attached to an old tree log in the ocean
shore. In palm tree next to the yard we hang our EFHW-8010 antenna and pull its wires
towards the small islands shore in the lagoon. During the night we have to lower down
spider-beam in order not to break it because of the increasing tide in the ocean.

The plan was to set up two stations so we also visited two other nearby hotels,
however, none of them suited our needs regarding setting up antennas and the plans
for two different stations had to be cancelled.

Day 2 - Friday, 6™ of September

After breakfast we fixed guy-wires and erected Spider-beam to its intended
heights. We also prepared place behind hotel for low band RAGLBS 18m vertical and
we were only able to fix three guy-wires in the beach sands and the fourth had to be
fixed in tide area. The problem was fixing the guy-wire poles in the beachy sands
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because the poles we prepared and took with us wasn’t suited for this ground. We fixed
this by finding 1m long wood poles on the site that we hammered in the sands and
covered with stones. After midday we finished this vertical montage and felt that we had
bumed in the hot sun so the remaining antenna installing had to be postponed to early
morning when it's a bit chillier. Kaspars is operating and we don't bother him with these
works.

Day 3 — Saturday, 7' of
September

After getting up at 6
am and finishing works with
the 2™ spider-beam, around
midday we start operating
with 2 station on SSB.
Kristers operates in AADX
SSB contest on 20 and 15m
and Kaspars as usual on CW
20, 17, 15m. After lunch we
set up 100m beverage
towards USA with intent to

Kaspars ¥1 1ZF operating




Winter 2022 Page 12

work on 80m during the
night, however, the
evening comes with an
electricity black out and we
lose all DXing capabilities.
Guest house had a 3kW
generator, but the owner
wasn’t on the site and the
mistress had no knowledge
how to operate it and also,
she could not allow us to
work with it. During the
night, electricity came back
on so we started to operate
on low bands mainly with
Kristers YL3JA operating JA anmd USA, and only
some QSO0s with EU.

Day 4 — Sunday, 8™ of September

Early in the moming before breakfast
we take down Beverages and maintain QSO
logs. After that we lose electricity again
because of the maintenance works after last
night storm damages. On our request guest
house staff tumed on the generator and on
this power we could operate one station with
PA and other with transceiver on 100W. In the
evening we get back electricity. Propagation is
very bad — when operating SSB we can't hear
single station and on CW 50s are also
minimal. Some of amateurs have turned to
FT8 mode and during this time with bad
propagation it was our only chance for
operating.

Day 5 — Monday, 9" of September

Propagation does not improve. On
higher bands 24 and 28 Mc there is only noise
and we cannot do a single QSO. Some 160/80/60/40/30m RAELBS 18m high vertical
progress on 18 Mc where we are able to
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make some QSOs in CW and FT8
mode. Unfortunately, in SSB we have
only a little more than 500 QS0Os. We
can only hope that the propagation
will improve in the second part of
expedition in Naunu.

Day 6 — Tuesday, 10" of
September

We check our statistics and
see some improvements with Europe
which at this time has 8% of &700
QSOs. Around midday we lose
electricity again and work with
generator till the evening.

Today we also drove to Bairiki
in order to buy support goods for
Hams with hearts charity program.
More about this please read Hams
with hearts section.

Day 7 — Wednesday, 11" of
September

After sending logs we see that

we have crossed our 10
000 QSO mark and again
the statistics with Europe
has improved to 9.8% of
total QSOs. We also
manage to make our first
Qs0Os on 10 and 12m,
mainly with Japan. As this
expedition phase
approaches its end, we
have to start thinking about
dismantling antennas and
packing for Nauru.

View from our isfand
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Day 8 — Thursday, 12" of
September

In the evening we
take down one Spider-
beam and 7Mc wverticals.
During the night we work
on low bands wit RAGLBS
vertical.

?{b‘

Ainy
o L H
] ¥

' September

Before breakfast we

I . Sl take down RAGLBS vertical

and later around midday we take down last Spider-beam. Till the evening we have to

pack all our gear and get ready for our flight. In total from T30L we have made 13644
QS0s.

In the evening we have celebration dinner and our chef sets table in the garden
with different Kiribati national food. The hotel staff is very kind and helpful and we
promise that we will refer them other amateur radio expeditors as well. In our opinion
this was the most suitable place for amateur radio activity. As it tums our T30GC also
has planed this place for their expedition in October.

Day 10 - Saturday,
14™ of September

Our flight fo
Nauru is scheduled
for 11.50am and we
land there at 2pm. |
call Menen hotel and
the transportation
minivan is sent for us.
| have booked 2
rooms in this hotel
and right away afier
checking in we start
to search the
surroundings for
setting up antennas.

Celebrational dinner. Yuns YL2GM, Jack YL 2KA, Knsters Y1L.3JA, Kaspars YL1ZF
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A BT - NAURD Unfortunately, this hotel was
NG EH.L'JJ._'.H:J,-\J;_:_, R “.".E'liiu.‘-ii_ihl_ not suited for our operations
— the rooms were in the
middle part of hotel and
there was no place for our
antennas. On the Island
there is three more hotels
and we head fo look for
them. In the end, most
suitable is Budapest hotel
located right on the ocean
beach on the North side of
the island. Hotel staff is very
helpful and we rent 2 rooms
there. After today's activities

we are very fired so get
Kaspars YL1ZF, Yuris YL2GM. Knisfers YL3JA some sleep.

Day 11 — Sunday, 15" of
September

We start our day
together with the sunrise
and as soon as the first
Spider-beam is finished,
Kaspars starts to operate
on CW. The rest of us
continue with the RA6LBS
vertical and in the evening
we are able to start
working on low bands. We
have some problems with
the radials placement
because one side of the
yard is with regular traffic.
It looks like in the hotel we
are the only one guests.
Unfortunately, because of
this hotel can't provide us
at least one breakfast
meal a day so we have to

Yuris ¥1L2GM and Kristers Y1L.3JA setting up Spider-beam
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prepare meals for ourselves and for dinner we go to Chinese restaurant.

C21WW QTH and antennas
Day 12 - Monday, 16™ of September

We manage to acquire for our use kitchen room that is located on the other side
of hotel and we use it for SSB station. Only problem is that there is no air conditioning
and the temperature at the hottest times of day peaks to 34 degrees Celsius. We have
one fan; however, it breaks down during first day.

; Just before

LY 1 .g re .
‘}: v} \ ‘ £e . " midday we complete
1} | i T 2 gpider-beam and
" ' J 7" 2 phased verticals for

40m. We start to
operate on SSB and
in the evening we
already have 1000
QS0s (5000 in total).
We have concluded
with antenna building
for now and the last
antenna beverage will
be set up tomormow
evening towards
: Europe. Overall, the
Jack YL2KA shooting Kristers YL3JA in our kifchen station noise levels in hotel
are high, so it's hard to
anticipate what results we will get on low bands. Today we also acquired 12GB intemet
card for 95 AUD (which was enough for the rest of expedition to upload logs, check
mail, read news and etc.)
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Day 13 — Tuesday,
17" of September

Comparing to
western  Kiribati  the
propagation is much
better. The QSO0 daily
count also is showing
that. In  addition,
beverage towards
USA gives good
results, however, we
can't set the beverage
towards Europe as it
was anticipated.

Sea storm on approach

Day 14 — Wednesday, 18" of September

Today | received message from Nauru Airlines about changes in our flight
schedule — our flight for 25™ of September from Mauru to Brisbane is cancelled and we
are offered to take this flight one day earier. This changes our plans because we will
operate one day less and we will have to spend additional night in Brisbane.

Day 15-18

While operating in
our usual everyday
routine we had some
problems with RAGLBS
vertical because of
humidity that got into
communication box and
caused high SWR.
Monday we will take down
and pack antennas. Total
in nine days we made
27315 QSOs. Every one
of us is tired and longing
for home. Two DX
locations in one
expedition is exhausting.

Yuris YL2GM operating
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Day 19 - Monday, 23™
of September

Before our flights
home we go for a quick
sightseeing tour on the
island. We visit main
port and phosphate
mines and after sending
postcards home from
local post office we
catch our plane for
Brisbane. There we land
around 7 pm. Baggage
formalities go by fast
and it is delivered to our
hotel next moming.

Day 20 - Tuesday, 24™ of
September

This additional and
unplanned free day in Brisbane
we are using for excursion and
sightseeing. We take a 4-hour
tour with small ferry through the
city. These small ferries called
“Sea cats™ are used for public
transportation. With a lot of
stops on rivers both shores it's
possible to get to different city
locations fast during rush hours.

In the evening we are in
airport and getting ready for our
more than 24-hour flight back
home. We land in Riga airport in
the evening on 26" of
September, where our families
and friends welcome us home.

P 2
4
: 4
i
| .

Cine of many very beautiful sights on the isfand

On “Sea cat”. Yuns YL2GM, Krsters ¥YL3JA, Kaspars YL1ZF
and Jack YLZKA faking pictures
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HAMS WITH HEARTS

During this expedition we were planning to conduct two
“Hams with Hearts” activities — one in Western Kiribati and other in

Nauru. The 2™ activity got cancelled due to unforeseen fignt | IN IS XA
schedule changes.

Hams with Hearts is radio amateur
humanitarian aid project organized by
INDEXA. More detailed information about this
you can find on this website:

http-/findexa.org/hamswithaheart himl

As in previous expeditions we were
aiming to support young pupils and local
school with first need goods. This time
amateurs supporting this charity was not as
active as in our previous expeditions. INDEXA
supported this activity with 150% and the total
budget after conversions and fees was 165% +
30% added by our team.

For activity in Western Kiribati we went
to Bairiki local shop and acquired exercise
books, pencils and other school things. We
wrapped total of 50 packages with school
goods and presented them to school children.

Thanks to INDEXA, N4EFS and
S5P1KZX for putting those smiles on little
school children faces and
contributing to their
education.
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STATISTICS

Daily Q505 T30L (Total 137644 QS0s)
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DXCC by Band/Mode breakdown T30L
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DXCC by Band/Mode breakdown CZ1WW
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QSL CARDS

Western Kiribati T30L
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EXPEDITION SUPPORTERS
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Equipment and corporates

2,
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Afrire of the Cendrai Panfic

Individual supporters 1005+
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CONCLUSION

During this expedition we made 13644 QS50s from T30L and 27°315 from
C21WW_ All together this was tough expedition because of the long flights and the two
times we had to build up stations. Propagation also was not on our side and could have
been better, especially during T30L.

All together we are satisfied with this expedition who also had to be our first
Pacific expedition.

In the end, | want to thank all our supporters and amateurs who worked with us
and also thank you for reading our story.

73, YurisiYL2GM/, Kas/YL1ZF/, Kris/YL3JAJ, Jack/YL2KA/

You can find more information on expedition webpage: http:/ fwww Iral lv/c21ww 301/




As of January 2018, the
current DXCC Entities total

is: 340.

Newsletter Contributors

Thanks to the following for
their contribution to Tais months
edition: N8TR, NSDMM,
KB8NW, AF8C, T30L and ham-

hijinks.com.

NODXA Club Officials for 2020-2021
President: Tedd Mirgliotta, KBBNW (440-237-2816)

Meeting Information

NODXA Meetings are “"On the Air" and held the
first Thursday of each month during the NODXA
10 meters net (on 28480 kHz [+/- QRM] at
8:30 EDT (0130Z) by net controller Wayne,
K8FF. As usual, Wayne will start the net with
check-in and then one round of comments and
then the meeting will start.

NODXA Information

NO8DX: Special Event Callsign
WB8DXA: NODXA Repeater 147.360

Web-site: http://www.papays.com/nodxa.html
Newsletter Submission: wd8iou@adelphia.net

International

DX L3
Association

V. President: Dennis Stuber, K8LBT (440-628-1959)
Secretary: Glenn Williams, AF8C (440-934-5566)
Treasurer:  Mary Michaelis, NSDMM (440-236-5426) S0
Newsletter: David Autry, WD8IOU (440-238-0417) SN

INDEXA
DXCC Info

NODXA Application and Renewal Form

The Northern Ohio DX Association is a non-profit organization
with a primary interest in DXing. We encourage all DXers to join our
group and share the interest and fun of DXing.

Please complete the application below and send along your
appropriate dues or renewal to:

NODXA, P.O. Box 361624 , Strongsville, Ohio 44136

First Time Membership/Renewal (U.S. and DX) $20.00
Name Callsign

Address

City State/Prov.

Country ZIpP

E-mail

Telephone

ARRL Member? Exp. Date DXCC Member?

Special Interest




